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More "walkability" 
volunteers wanted 
 
By Janette Williams, Staff Writer 
 
Article Launched: 01/29/2008 11:34:48 AM PST
PASADENA - Now the city's test of 
downtown's "walkability" has been 
postponed until March 1, organizers hope even 
more volunteers will sign up for the event, 
including wheelchair users who can provide 
insight into accessibility.  
 
Weather forecasters got it wrong and it 
didn't rain Saturday, but Josefina Mora of 
the Playhouse District Association said they 
made a decision Friday morning to go with the 
March back-up date.  
 
"Just our luck it didn't rain, Mora joked. 
"But the majority of people ended up saying they 
would participate in the March event, everyone is 
good to go, there were no complainers, and five 
people just showed up who had got the 
information about it from somewhere." 
 
The Downtown Pasadena Walkabout will cover 
29 miles of alleys and city streets in the Old 
Pasadena, Central, South Lake and Playhouse 
districts.  
 
Teams of walkers with checklists will be asked 
to rate how safe and pedestrian-friendly city 
streets are, and if it's easy and convenient 
enough for people to park once and walk, or use 

the ARTS buses to get from one district to 
another. 

"No qualifications are needed, just to walk, and 
if someone's in a wheelchair that would 
help us see if the city is really wheelchair-
accessible," Mora said. "They have to be willing 
to commit to a half-day of walking around 
looking at the city, observing what can be 
changed and how to make downtown Pasadena 
more walker-friendly and how we can connect 
downtown (districts) and implement the `park 
once' approach."

Urban designer and planner Deborah Murphy, 
the project consultant, said the volunteers will 
take photographs for the record, complete a 
checklist and fill in comments that will later be 
used to make recommendations, Murphy said. 

Each team will follow a route of about 1.5 miles, 
Murphy said earlier, rating the safety and 
convenience of everything from sidewalk width, 
availability of shade, a place to sit down, broken 
sidewalks, obstacles, street lighting to driver 
courtesy toward pedestrians crossing the street. 

"We want to see what needs to be done," Mora 
said. "Maybe Pasadena really is pedestrian-
friendly and no work needs to be done,. But it 
could be, here we are thinking Pasadena is a 
remarkably walkable city - but if it isn't we 
want to take care of all the things that need 
doing."

For more information, call the Playouse District 
Association at (626) 744-0340. 
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janette.williams@sgvn.com 
 
(626) 578-6300, Ext. 4482  
 


