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LOS ANGELES - A Metro official said Tuesday the 
Gold Line is safe for riders, even though the 
agency is seeking $25 million in a lawsuit that 
claims shoddy construction led to "dangerous 
conditions" along the route.  
 
The 118-page suit, filed Friday, does not 
mention any specific problem locations along the 
Gold Line, though it does exclude the elevated 
portion of the line through Chinatown, which was 
built by another contractor.  
 
Parsons, a Pasadena-based engineering firm 
that designed the line, is one of several 
defendants named in the lawsuit. Metro accuses 
Parsons and several contractors of breach of 
contract, negligence and product liability in the 
construction of the line.  
 

Officials at Parsons did not comment on the suit 
and referred calls to primary contractor Kiewit 
Pacific Co. 

Metro spokesman Rick Jager would not discuss 
the specifics of the suit, but stressed that there 
is no danger to the nearly 20,000 daily 
commuters on the line. 

"If there were any safety issues that would put 
our riders in danger, we would address those 
issues," Jager said. "We would not operate an 
unsafe system."

Because of the construction defects, Metro 
claims it "has or will suffer damages in excess of 
$25 million," according to the suit, which also 
notes that additional damages could be tacked 
on in the future. 

Attorneys for Metro also accuse the contractors 
of using materials and equipment of poor quality; 
utilizing unskilled and inexperienced workers; 
and violating government rules and permit 
conditions, among other things. 

The suit also claims portions of the light rail line 
include "latent defects" that have resulted in 
inadequate storm water drainage, 
malfunctioning components and systems and 
"damage and deterioration to other property, 
materials and components owned by (Metro)" 
over the past three years. 

Besides Parsons and Kiewit, the suit also names 
Washington Infrastructure Corp. as a defendant. 
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Calls to Parsons were referred to Kiewit's 
local offices in Santa Fe Springs. A Kiewit 
spokesman did not return calls seeking 
comment.  
 
A Kiewit Web site features a photo of the Gold 
Line under the headline "Jobs Well Done." The 
site touts the company as a leader in heavy 
construction, focusing on transportation, water 
resources and power generation.  
 
Pasadena spokeswoman Ann Erdman said city 
officials were unaware of the lawsuit and could 
not comment on any problems that may have 
been experienced along the Pasadena portion of 
the line.  
 
The 13.7-mile, first leg of the Gold Line opened 
in 2003 and was completed under budget at a 
cost of $859 million. It runs from Union Station in 
downtown Los Angeles to the Sierra Madre Villa 
station in east Pasadena.  
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