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Two arrested in baseball 
bat attack 
 
By Brian Day, Staff Writer  
 
Article Launched: 02/08/2008 11:27:33 PM PST
Police arrested a woman and teenage boy 
Thursday on suspicion of critically injuring a man 
in a baseball bat attack at a South Pasadena 
park last week, officials said.  
 
The alleged attacker is a 17-year-old La Puente 
resident and student at South Pasadena High 
School whose name is not being released 
because of his age, according to a police press 
release.  
 
Jeniell Franco-Galvan, 20, of Glendora was also 
arrested Thursday in connection with the crime 
and is currently being held on suspicion of 
attempted murder, police said.  
 
The teen suspect and Galvan were involved in a 
romantic relationship, said South Pasadena 
police Sgt. Kim Valencia.  
 
The teenage suspect was arrested after West 
Covina police pulled over a car in which he was a 
passenger shortly after 10 p.m. Thursday, 
Valencia said.  
 
West Covina police recognized him as a wanted 
person out of South Pasadena and turned him 
over to the South Pasadena Police Department, 
said Valencia.  
 

Galvan was arrested by South Pasadena police at 
her home about 10 a.m. Thursday, Valencia said. 

The alleged attack occurred Feb. 1 at Garfield 
Park, 1000 Park Ave. in South Pasadena, South 
Pasadena police Sgt. Tony Abdalla said in a 
written release. 

Five 18-year-olds and one 17-year-old were in 
the middle of the park talking - and some of 
them drinking alcohol - when Galvan and the 
teen suspect walked up to them, he said. 

The teen suspect allegedly struck 18-year-old 
Jeffrey Cortinez in the head with an aluminum 
baseball bat, Abdalla said. 

"It appears the victim was unprepared for the 
attack and could not defend himself," Valencia 
said 

The suspects then ran to a dark blue GMC Yukon 
parked on Stratford Avenue and drove away, 
Abdalla said. 

Cortinez, also a student at South Pasadena High 
School, was taken to a local hospital and 
underwent surgery for cranial bleeding and a 
fractured skull, Abdalla said. 

He was listed in critical but stable condition 
Friday, police added. 

Valencia said the attack did not appear to be 
gang-related or racially motivated. 

The teen suspect is being held at Eastlake 
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Juvenile Hall for attempted murder, said 
Valencia.  
 
Though Galvan is not believed to have swung the 
bat herself, Valencia said, "she is being 
considered with the same severity - attempted 
murder - because it's our belief she was 
present during the attack." 
 
Detectives also believe the sport utility vehicle 
in which the pair fled is Galvan's, he added.  
 
Galvan is being held at the Los Angeles County 
jail in Lynwood in lieu of $1,000,000 bail, police 
said.  
 
Both suspects are expected to be arraigned 
Monday.  
 
Anyone with information is asked to contact the 
South Pasadena Police Department Detective 
Bureau at (626) 403-7280.  
 
brian.day@sgvn.com 
 
(626) 962-8811, Ext. 2718


