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Stone lion sawn off by 
thieves 
 
By Janette Williams, Staff Writer 
 
Article Launched: 03/17/2008 04:01:59 PM PDT
PASADENA - Thieves sawed off and stole one of 
two heraldic stone lions - former guardians of 
the long-gone Security Pacific National Bank on 
Lake Avenue and Colorado Boulevard - from its 
concrete base outside a Linda Vista house early 
Monday morning.  
 
High winds overnight may have muffled the 
noise of the concrete saw, but homeowner Susan 
Harris-Noce did hear a sound that made her look 
out the window, said her long-time neighbor, 
Maureen Polich.  
 
"She saw a truck's lights going away about 
3 a.m.," said Polich, a former Linda 
Vista/Annandale Homwowners Association 
president, as she stood outside her 
neighbors' house in the 1000 block of twisty 
Glenoaks Drive. "But the winds last night were so 
horrible she didn't want to open the door." 
 
So it wasn't until Harris-Noce and her 
husband Bill, were leaving for the airport a few 
hours later for three-week trip to the Far East, 
that they realized one of the lions was missing 
and called Pasadena police to make a report.  
 
"They told her they couldn't take the report 
unless she was there in person," Polich said. "So 

she asked me to call for them to come and take 
the report from me. But they said they 
couldn't take the report from me, and that 
was the end of it. If they won't take a 
report, what are the neighbors supposed to do?"

Cam Currier, a former press deputy to Supervisor 
Mike Antonovich, said he and other residents 
who participate in the local Neighborhood Watch, 
were baffled. 

"We were trying to report a theft - so what good 
is Neighborhood Watch?" Currier said. 

Pasadena police spokeswoman Janet Pope 
Givens said, without knowing exact details of 
Monday's conversations, it's possible 
that neighbors got the wrong information. 

"If it's petty theft" not exceeding $400 in 
value, "they should probably have been given a 
delayed report form," she said. "I'm reticent 
to say we made a mistake ... but we may have. 
We're going to be sending someone out to 
take a report, so somehow it did get 
communicated."

Pope Givens said residents should always call to 
report a crime, and the more information they 
can give the better. 

Currier said small-scale theft was made easier 
by the "switchback" nature of the roads snaking 
through the hilly Annandale/Linda Vista 
neighborhoods. 

"It makes people `disappear,"' he said. 
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"And most of the houses here face the view, the 
focus is not out into the street." 
 
Polich and Currier speculated that the thieves 
had tried to take the other lion, too, since it 
appeared to have been loosened from its base.  
 
The best friend of (the thieves) was the wind ... 
but it's creepy, feeling that people are out 
there stealing things ... They'll be back." 
 
janette.williams@sgvn.com 
 
(626) 578-6300, Ext. 4482  
 


