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percent in Pasadena in 
first half `09  
 
From Staff Reports 
 
Posted: 11/13/2009 05:33:38 PM PST

PASADENA - Violent crime - homicide, rape, 
robbery and aggravated assault - in Pasadena 
fell by 24 percent during the first half of this 
year, the Police Department announced.  
 
The figure was based on a preliminary crime 
report by the state's Criminal Justice Statistics 
Center, which compared crime reports from 
January through June 2008 to reports from 
January through Aug. 31, 2009, officials said in a 
news release.  
 
In addition to a drop in violent crime, Pasadena 
had a 4 percent decline in property crimes, which 
include burglaries, vehicle thefts and larceny 
thefts, officials said.  
 
"The men and women of the Pasadena Police 
Department have worked especially hard," said 

interim Chief Christopher Vicino. "Most 
importantly, the commitment of the Pasadena 
community to work with the Police Department 
to fight crime cannot be emphasized enough." 

Councilwoman Margaret McAustin also credited 
the drop in crime to the department's efforts to 
reach out to the community and build a 
relationship with Pasadena residents. 

"Community policing works," she said Friday. 

According to the statistics, there were 238 
reports of violent crimes in Pasadena in the first 
six months of 2009, compared to 316 reports in 
the first half of 2008. 

There were 1,158 reports of property crime in 
the first six months of this year, compared to 
1,111 during the same period last year. 

Vicino additionally attributed the declines in 
crime to the arrests last year of 89 violent gang 
member. 

Those arrests, he said, "had a significant impact 
on street-level crime and the availability of 
drugs and money."


